EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting May 3 Mr W.Roberts - Correas 


Meeting June 7 Mr R.Humphries - The Flora and 
Fauna Guarrantee Act 


Excursion May 5 Basalt Forest Block, bganstown 
; G. Binns 
Excursion June 9 Werribee Gorge A.Barlow 
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Field Reports: April Meetin 


Pat Murphy Senecio lautaus, Variable Groundsel, at 
Mt Bolton. The following rare orchids 
have been observed south of Ballarat: 
Caladenia congesta Black Tonque 
Caladenia - Dec 1989 
Calochilus imberbis Naked Beard Orchid 
- Oct 1990 
Prasophyllum brevilabre Short-lip Leek 
Orchid -Jan 1989 
Prasophyllum patens Broad-lip Leek 
Orchid - Dec 1990 
Prasophyllum morrisii Midge Orchid - 
Apr 1990 

John Cookson Ten Long-billed Corellas at Delacombe. 

Ken McDonnell Ten Long-billed Corellas and 20-30 
magpies grazing together at Ross Creek. 

Lyndsay Fink Barn Owl Killed on roadside at Elaine. 

Frank Harrap Gang-gang Cockatoos remained at Mt 
Helen for 8 weeks. 6 drinking from dish 
in garden. Also perched close together 
in Blue Gum and show ambidextrous 


behaviour when feeding. Two Common 
Bronzewing seen at Mt Helen. 
Greq Binns Five Sulphur-crested Cockatoos feeding 


in Walnut tree. 

John Gregurke Ringtailed Possum disturbed an Owlet 
Nightjar from hollow tree near 
Smythesdale during middle of day. 

Claire Dalman Scarlet Robin caught and ate large 
spider on clothes line in Wendouree. 


Diary Dates 

Wednesday 15 May Richard ste Primary School 
Environment Day. 

Thursday 23 may Committee Meeting at Helen 
Burgess Home 130 Moola St. at 8pm. 


Ballarat to Skipton Disused Rail Reserve Excursion.7-4-1991. 


A group of members of the F.N.C.B. travelled to Newtown and 
thence along Galatea Road to our first stop at the 
impressive structure known as Limmons Bridge. This is a 
large relic supported by 18 sets of pylons some 6 metres 
apart. An interesting feature of the bridge was the stamped 
manufacturer's name on the side of the massive girder, 


namely - Lanarkshire Steel Co. 


A lengthy discussion followed 


when members marvelled at the construction methods used by 
the engineers, and also speculation on the height of the 
trees that were used for the bridge pylons. Were they from 


the Mt. Cole forests? 


Then we proceeded to our next stop via Pitfield Road, 

Devil's Kitchen and Golden Lake Road to another portion of 
the disused rail line west of Limmons Bridge. Here we paused 
for a little time to pin point our surroundings and then 
drove west again along the rail line (the sleepers and lines 
have long been removed!) to an area known as Cutting No 18. 


At the time of excavation, 


this cutting was the second 


longest in Victoria with a length of 45 chains (905 
metres).This area must be very attractive in the springtime 
with its diverse cover of native vegetation and abundance of 


birdlife and animals. 


Lunch was taken in the sunshine beside the BOC block at 
Happy Valley and an enjoyable walk through the block 


followed. ~ 


For the afternoon, we journeyed out to the Pittong section 
of disused rail line, behind the Koalin plant.Here the 
Pittong station site originally consisted of a 60 metre long 
passenger platform, a shelter plus a loop siding, ramped 
goods platform and livestock loading races. Now there is 
only a small piece of platform remaining. .- 

The remainder of the afternoon was spent walking along the 
line towards Linton. Here we were flanked by beautiful large 
allocasuarinas (A. littoralis) and banksias (B. marginata), 
as well as quite an array of wattles and eucalypts.This 
vegetation provided very good habitat cover for a wide 


variety of birdlife. 


» 


The birds seen during the day were as follows:- 


Brown Falcon 
Kookaburra 

White - backed Magpie 
White - fronted Heron 
White Ibis 

Eastern Swamphen 

Coots 

Little Grebe. 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Mountain Duck 
Sthn.Yellow Robin 
Black Swan 

Blue Wren 

Restless Flycatcher 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Treecreeper 
White-naped Honeyeater 


Brown Thornbill 

Black Ducks 

House Sparrow 
White-winged Chough 
Scarlet Robin 

Welcome Swallow 

Little Raven 

Pacific Heron 

Grey Fantail 

Red-browed Finch 

Willy Wagtail 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike 
Rufous Whistler 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Grey Shrike Thrush 

Grey Currawong 


PY 


FLORA AND FAUNA OF CANADA ~ 


Twelve bird observers plus our tour leader, Chris, 
left Sydney in June last year for a 3 week bird 
tour of Canada, 

Our Canadian guide, Gus, drove us 40 km from 
Winnipeg to Oak Hammock Marsh. This is an area of 
5,900 ha of wetland with a known 260 species of 
birds and 25 mammal species. The Yellow-.Headed 
Blackbird and Richardson's Ground Squirrel were 
common where we had lunch. There are lure erops 
occupying £50ha which keep most of the birds off 
the farmers land. Boardwalks and viewing platforms 
aa an ae é Be Ph Ra Wet land arees, University 
of Manitoba has a Research Station, we visited a 
lady's property to see the Screech-owl. Gus had 
a tape of numerous bird calls which worked well 
to attract the req uired bird. Chipmonks scurried 
amongst the wood heap while Red Squirrel were busy 
at the food table. 

Our next stay was at Glenboro. We travelled 
via Spruce Wood Spirit Sands. It was late when 
we arrived there so there was no time to walk to 
the shifting sands which are gradually covering 
the spruce trees. Our progress is slow each day 
as we stop at good bird areas. Along the road. 
we noticed nesting boxes for Bluebirds placed 
regularly on the fence posts. Arriving at 
Glenboro we passed Sara, the huge camel, the 
symbol of the area. At dusk we searched for and 
found the common Night Hawk. 

Manitoba is in prairie country - vast expanses 
of growing grain with pink roses and other plants 
colouring the roadsides. 

On the way to Brandon we saw Beaver weirs, 
Turtles, Muskrats and Frogs. An Eastern Kingbird 
had chosen to nest in a dead tree stump in a river 
a few feet from the bank. We searched for rails - 
we could hear them, but they were elusive. 

However, we did see the American Bittern. A visit 
to a private property to see Cinnamon Teal was 
also fruitless. 


Wasagaming, a town within the Riding Mountain ~ 
National Park, was our headquarters for four days. 
The N.P. was established in 1933, it is on the 
Vanitoba escarpment, 4%6 metres above the plain. 
There are numerous lakes where the loons and other 
water birds frequent. Amongst burnt spruce trees 
we were fortunate to see the Great Grey Owl with a 
young one. Whilst viewing these birds we witnessed 
a spectacular sunset. Willows were flowering and 
many species were seen throughout the tour from 
small trees to plants barely 15cm high. Bison, 
Caribou, Black Bear and Moose roam free within the 
Park and Orchids were flowering well. 

_ Flying to Churchill we flew over vast areas of 
wetland. There is no road to Churchill although 
trains run three times a week and planes every day. 
Canada has over 1$ million lakes with mosquitoes 
and little black flies to match. Beluga whales 
were Sighted in the river. Churchill is the Northern 
extremity for trees iathese parts and the trees we 
saw were not as talit as those seen further South 
of the same species. Because of the perma-frost 
the power poles were supported on tripods. 
Rhododendrons and Saxafrage hug the ground ,(as 
well as other Biante yaemongs granite boulders 
rounded by glaciers from a past age. This is 
Polar Bear country, they had gore to their dens 
for the Summer. All rubbish.is kept in locked bins 
when the bears are around from October. Willow 
Ptarmigan do eat willows! Mountain Avens, the 
North-west Territories floral emblem, grew in large 
patches along the tracks and lichen grew in masses 
on the ground, looking like snow. Churchill is 
the port for grain from the prairies and there is 
a large grain storage and trains over 1Km long 

transport the grain to Churchill. For days we 
searched for the Ross Gull. Our patience was 
rewarded with the sighting of two birds. 

Because the plane had problems we were delayed 
and missed the charter flight to Banks Island, we. 
therefore had only two nights at Banks Is. instead 
of four, the other two were spent at Inuvik., 


Inuvik, "place of man" is a relat 
Because erosion and flooding ne Coane eeu 
ae 


at Atlavik the government established Inuvik on 

the Eastern Channel of the McKenzie Delta in 4956. 
The area is now the centre of gas and oil explorat 
ione The McKenzie Delta is one of the largest in 
the World - 80km N.to 8. It is the habitat of 139 
bird species in summer. We had a ferry ride down 
the river and one of the tributaries. We were . 
served tea and bannock. The river has four feet ot 
ice in winter. Aluminium utilidors carry water, 
Sewerage and heating to the houses which are built 
above the ground on piles to prevent unstable found- 
ations which would occur with a warm floor on the 
ground in this permafrost country. Inuvik is about 
500 km inside the Arctic circle and we experienced 
a record 510C. 

Ice was breaking into interesting patterns as we 
flew over the Beaufort Sea on our way to Banks Is. 
Sachs Harbour, where we stayed at former Weather 
station, is the only town on 3anks Is. and is about 
500km inside the Arctic circle. There are no trees 
the vegetation being under 30cm. Complicated action 
of ice in the soil produces patterned ground, the 
most dramatic is polygonal ground —- boundaries of 
polygons are formed by ice wedges in the soil. 

These mounds are covered with a variety of flowers. 
We were taken up river in three dinghies where we 
Baw Arctic Terns, King Eiders and more Loons. At 
midnight the sun was about 200 above the horizon. 

We had a fruitless search for the Gyrfalcon, 
Arctic Fox, Polar Bear (not seen) Muskox and migrat- 
ory birds make Banks Is. a popular place for Natura- 
lists. We saw an Inuit with some Muskox pelts. The 
soft underfur, called qiviut, is one of the prized 
wools in the world. On our return to the Mainland 
the pilot took us inland to see Muskox(an estimated 
20,000 on the Island), then flew low over the ice 
to see resting Seals on the Icefloes. 

Nine of our party returned to Australia wgile three 
three of us continued with Gus and other Canadians 
for a week travelling the Dempster and Klondike 
Highways to Dawson and Whitehorse. 

The Dempster H'way was named after Corporal 
Dempster of the Royal North West Mounted Police 


6 


who found the lost Fitzgerald Patrol on the Peel 
River in 1911. It stretches from the Yukon's 


Klondike goldfields to Inuvik.e Vehicles cross the 
McKenzie and Peel Rivers by free punt in the summer 
and by natural Icebridges in winter. At other 
times there is no through route. It was finished 
in 1978 - wide enough for two cars with very steep 
sides. The road is built to prevent the thaw depth 
reaching below the gravel. Fireweed, a lovely 
magenta colour so different to the Epilobium found 
a8 a weedin our gardens, lined the road for kilo- 
meters. We had the Richardson and Ogilvie Mount- 
ains in our sight to Dawson. As was usual we made 
slow progresswith stops at good bird areas. We 
Saw the Golden and BaldEagles in the one day with a 
good nest of the Bald Eagle. Frost Boils are : 
another phenomenon of permafrost. They are circul- 
ar patches of bare silt which, if one treads into 
one, it is likely that one's shoe is partly swallow 
-ed up in the moist Ground. 

Dawson became a boom town in 1898 with the Klon- 
dike gold rush. The Yukon and Klondike Rivers meet 
here. When asking information about jhe town I was 
told not to miss Diamond Tooth Gérties Four Floor 
Shows per night for $4.00 a night - it is a gamb- 
ling hall: At Bonanza Creek there is the largest 
wooden hulled gold dredge in the world, now open 
to tourists. The buildings in the town are wooden 
and most have a cared for appearance on the outside. 

Whitehorse is the seat of Government for the Yukon 
There was little time to look around before we were 
off to Vancouver and Home. 

Altogether we saw 218 birds species, 31 other 
animals and numerous flowers and grasses. 

Because the scheduled Guest Speaker was unable 
to attend the April Meeting I was happy to refresh 
my memory and show my slides. 

Helen Burgess. 


Campout August 30,31, Sep 1 Hosts Sunraysia 
Venue Hattah Nat. Park. 


October Either Portland or Naracoorte Mt Gambier. 


Btanical Notes May 1991 


FAMILY POACEAE _ concluded 
Genus Vulpia :- various " Fescues " ( several spp were 


formerly included in the genus Festuca ). Not very 
common here - some spp are weeds in wheat crops in 
the north. 

Small glabrous annuals, ligule very short. 
Inf. a one-sided panicle - lemmas have a conspicuous, 
slender, straight, awn. 


FAMILY CENTROLEPIDACKAE 


Small often moss-liéke plants , rarely 4" high. 
Usually annuals found in moist places. No rhizomes, ‘ 
roots fine forming leafy tufts. Inf. often a term- 

inal spike or capitulum . Florets unisexual or bisex- 3; 
ual, minute, wind-pollinated, enclosed by primary 3 
bracts. Fruit dehiscent- seed endospermic with a 
minute apical embryo. 

Genus Aphelia 


Centrolepis 


Sf, ie WN 


